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Course Syllabus  

This course – including the bibliography and class discussions – will be conducted entirely in 
English. The course draws on theories of international institutions to explain comparatively key 
aspects of the role of international organizations in international politics. The first part of the 
course introduces the main theoretical approaches that provide alternative explanations for key 
questions about international organizations: their creation, institutional design, decision-making 
processes, their impact and their interactions with other international institutions. These 
questions include why states create international organizations, why states transfer certain 
powers to them, and what impact they have on the practice of international cooperation with 
regard to matters of concern to international society such as the maintenance of international 
peace and security, the management of international economic relations, the promotion of 
international environmental standards, or the protection of human rights. The second part of the 
course analyzes these key questions with regard to specific international organizations, including 
the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the World Trade 
Organization, NATO, regional organizations like the European Union, as well as international 
organizations in the areas of human rights, environmental protection, and health policy.  
 
Preliminary Course Program  

Meeting Date Topic 

1.  TBD Introduction to the course 
2.  TBD Theoretical foundations of international institutions 
3.  TBD Challenges and dilemmas of multilateralism and global governance 
4.  TBD Governmental actors in global governance: States and intergovernmental 

organizations 
5.  TBD Non-state actors in global governance: NGOs, networks, social 

movements, corporations and other private actors 
6.  TBD Global intergovernmental organizations: the United Nations system 
7.  TBD Collective security and the United Nations Security Council 

8.  TBD Collective defense and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

9.  TBD Regionalism and regional organizations 

10.  TBD International organizations for global economic governance 

11.  TBD International organizations for the promotion of human development and 

economic well-being 

12.  TBD International organizations for human rights protection and justice 
13.  TBD Global governance of social issues: health care, poverty reduction, food 

and hunger, refugees and migrants, and internet governance 
14.  TBD Global governance of the environment, climate change and energy 
15.  TBD Final exam 

 


